
Sustainability and 
Corporate Responsibility

The Royal Agricultural Society of NSW 
(RAS) www.rasnsw.com.au is a not-for-profit 
organisation founded in 1822 committed to 
supporting agricultural development and rural 
communities in NSW.

The RAS operates Sydney Showground at 
Sydney Olympic Park. Full details of the Sydney 
Olympic Park sustainability and environmental 
information, of which we are part of, can be 
found at www.sopa.nsw.gov.au/environment

Sustainability Targets

Reduce site wide reliance on the grid

Maximising our investments in 
competitions and programs that support 
sustainable agricultural development and 
educate the community about food, fibre 
and farming

The 6 Star Green Star Communities rating 
is in recognition of design excellence in the 
redevelopment of the Park’s urban core, active 
living opportunities, efforts to protect and 
enhance biodiversity, and environmental legacy 
projects from the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. 
Awarded by Green Building Council of Australia.

Located within Sydney Olympic Park, 
a 6 star green star communities rating 
precinct

Environmentally sustainable practices

Supporting regional and rural communities

Sydney Showground, together with Sydney 
Olympic Park Authority (SOPA) have set a goal to 
achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2050.



Sustainability Achievements
All food packaging converted to suitable 
recyclable or compostable materials, 
where possible. 

Reduced single use plastic cup 
usage at events by moving from ‘on 
tap’ or draught beverage products 
to packaged, can or bottled 
product, of which aluminium cans 
and glass bottles can be recycled.

Sydney Showground supports 
multiple charities including 
OzHarvest and Foodbank to 
provide surplus, pre-packaged food 
and beverage at the conclusion of 
SS events. This also aids in organic 
waste being placed in general 
or landfill waste bins. In 2019, SS 
donated:

1,625kg meat
2,500L dairy products
5 pallets of fruit and vegetables

Food trays converted to cardboard or 
sugarcane alternatives.

Fruit & vegetable suppliers moved 
from non-recyclable waxcoated 
boxes to reusable containers.

Sydney Showground in partnership 
with our net zero partner Clima, 
launched Climate Conscious 
Events, to both measure and report 
on event carbon emissions.

Sydney Showground implemented a recycling program with its partner Quayclean to sort and recycle aluminium 
and bottled products onsite. This program is in line with the government implemented Container Deposit Scheme 
(CDS). All eligible containers are sorted onsite via Quayclean and sent away for processing. This leads to a cleaner 
precinct and fewer recyclable materials sent to landfill.

Food & Packaging

Environmentally sustainable practices
Sydney Showground is connected to the Sydney Olympic Park Water Reclamation 
and Management Scheme (WRAMS), which recycles water from sewage and 
stormwater to supply irrigation, ornamental fountain and toilet flushing applications 
across Sydney Olympic Park and in the suburb of Newington including Sydney 
Showground.

This recycled water is supplied by Sydney Water at a lower cost than potable water 
(drinking water). Sydney Showground uses this resource to irrigate its grounds 
including GIANTS Stadium as well as for the flushing of toilets.

WRAMS saves more than 850 million litres of potable water annually and treats
approximately 550 million litres of sewage each year, which would otherwise be
discharged to ocean outfalls.



Water savers on taps within areas of
GIANTS Stadium providing a 3% saving
on water consumption.

Installation of state-of-the-art 348 
ArenaVision LED lights in ENGIE 
stadium cutting the stadium’s 
power consumption by half on 
event days.

All streetlights across the SS 
precinct were upgraded to LED 
as were the SOP precinct lights 
surrounding the Dome to Hall 6 
and can be controlled from various 
points around the venue.

The Dome to Halls 2-6 have had 
an upgrade to all air conditioning 
chillers and associated 
infrastructure, reducing power 
consumption by some 30%

The RAS plays a crucial and significant role supporting regional and rural communities in various ways including,
but not limited to:

60% of water use onsite is 
recycled, non potable. This 
recycled water is used in various 
applications around the site 
including the irrigation systems for 
GIANTS Stadium and surrounding 
gardens in addition to all flushing 
toilets.

Energy & Water

Environmentally sustainable practices

•	 $7m+ a year reinvested into agriculture and 
regional communities. All revenue generated 
through Sydney Showground (after costs) are 
reinvested into the various programs.

•	 Engaging, educating and informing our 
communities on the value of sustainable 
agriculture and quality produce through events 
which support agricultural excellence and 
innovation.

•	 Improving the quality of agricultural produce and 
animal breeds through competitions we facilitate 
and fund.

•	 Valuing and maintaining our facilities and assets 
at Sydney Showground, providing NSW with an 
agricultural showcase site unparalleled globally.

•	 Maximising our investments in competitions and 
programs that support sustainable agricultural 
development and educate the community about 
food, fibre and farming.

•	 The RAS also has a charitable arm of the 
business, the RAS Foundation (RASF). The RASF 
builds strong, vibrant rural communities in NSW 
through investment in education, training and 
skills development by providing grants and 
scholarships.

•	 The RAS has been providing an education 
program to the teachers and students of NSW for 
the past 12 years. Thanks to the National Landcare 
Program, the RAS Edu team now delivers to 
approx. 500 students every month until the end of 
2023. Focus is on water management, GHGs, best 
practice biosecurity and sustainable practices in 
farming.

•	 Staff health & wellbeing is supported by an onsite 
RAS Fitness program.


