
Sydney Showground is proud to announce its Gold 

Partnership with the inaugural Event Summit, to be held at 

the Museum of Contemporary Art on Thursday 14 June as 

part of Vivid Sydney.

The Event Summit is a unique one-day conference for the 

event and experience industry. It will bring the industry’s 

most innovative and diligent stakeholders together to share 

best practice experiences, insights, tips and techniques. 

Sydney Showground’s Chief Operating Officer, Darryl 

Jeffrey, will participate in a panel session titled ‘Great 

Expectations – Working with Venue Managers’.

We look forward to being a part of the Event Summit, 

which will focus on major events such as the Australian 

Open tennis, Splendour in the Grass, the Super Bowl and 

the Commonwealth Games. There will also be specialised 

sessions discussing the current challenges and trends 

influencing the event industry. 

Tickets to the Event Summit can be purchased online at 

www.eventsummit.com.au. We look forward to seeing 

you there!
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Welcome to the latest issue of 

Around the Grounds, which comes 

to you on the back of another 

successful Sydney Royal Easter 

Show. Australia’s largest ticketed 

event has been owned and 

operated by the Royal Agricultural 

Society of NSW for 196 years, and 

each year the Sydney Showground 

team roll up their sleeves and put on their Akubras to 

manage and deliver numerous services for the Show. With 

777,945 patrons through the gates over 12 days this Easter 

(great numbers for a non-school holiday year), 

we are absolutely over the moon. 

I am just as thrilled to announce that we have secured a 

variety of new events for 2018 and 2019. New events bring 

new challenges and opportunities for the events world. 

In addition to all of our regular shows, I am really looking 

forward to the expanded Caravan Camping Lifestyle Expo 

this September, X Games direct from the USA in Spotless 

Stadium in October and the 2018 Magners Sydney Irish 

Festival, featuring the first fully-sanctioned competitive 

hurling match held outside of Ireland.  What a diverse year 

of events we have ahead in Sydney.                    

Profits from every event held at Sydney Showground are invested back 
into supporting Australian agriculture and rural communities through its 
parent, the Royal Agricultural Society of NSW (RAS), which is a not-for-profit 
organisation dedicated to contributing to the agricultural prosperity of NSW.

For event enquiries, please contact us at sales@sydneyshowground.com.au
Sydney Showground Events Precinct 1 Showground Road, Sydney Olympic Park, NSW 2127  T 02 9704 1111
Sydney Showground is a division of the Royal Agricultural Society of NSW
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5 MINUTES WITH…
TERRY O’KEEFFE

GROUNDS MANAGER

1.  HOW DID YOU 

BECOME INTERESTED 

IN TURF AND GROUNDS 

MANAGEMENT?

  I always loved playing and watching sport as a kid and 

with a background in agriculture, I figured this was the best way 

to combine both elements into a job. You might say I have come 

full circle ending up at the RAS.

2.  WHY DO YOU ENJOY WORKING AT SYDNEY SHOWGROUND?

  It’s a cliché, I know, but the variety and the people. I have met 

some amazing people here. I’m also fortunate enough to attend 

conferences with curators from all around Australia. Even in the 

busiest multi-purpose venues in the country, nothing compares 

to the range of events we host here. I recently had to convince 

a guy that, when I asked for a quote to install hurling posts, 

I did actually mean hurling and it wasn’t a typo. These days 

there isn’t much that surprises me when the phone rings with a 

request, and that’s what I enjoy. 

3. WHAT IS THE MOST CHALLENGING PART OF YOUR JOB? 

  Keeping the turf robust enough all year round to cope with what 

we throw at it. It’s a living thing, after all, and you are dealing 

with many elements beyond your control. 

4. WHAT WAS YOUR VERY FIRST JOB?

 Labourer with a landscaping company

5. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOURSELF IN ONE WORD?   

 Obsessive

6. WHAT’S YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION? I love to build.   

 Nothing better than quality time in the shed.

7. WHO WOULD PLAY YOU IN A MOVIE ABOUT YOUR LIFE? 

 Hugh Jackman, obviously.

ATTENDANCE SOARS AT FLIGHT 
CENTRE WORLD TRAVEL EXPO
Sydney Showground’s close partnership 

with Flight Centre has continued to reap 

rewards in 2018, with 27,332 people 

attending World Travel Expo over two 

days in February.

Flight Centre National Events Manager 

Brett Mills was delighted with the 

turnout, which was a 31% increase 

on last year’s attendance numbers. 

“Another successful World Travel Expo 

at Sydney Showground with record 

crowds through the door over the two 

days. It’s always a pleasure bringing our 

travel expos to the venue three times 

per year and working with the very 

professional and always helpful Sales, 

Planning and Operational teams.”

 

Next on Flight Centre’s itinerary is 

World Travel Expo Showcasing the 

Americas, which lands at Sydney 

Showground in July, then World Travel 

Expo Featuring Cruising, which docks 

in October.

 

We are always excited to welcome the 

Flight Centre team back to Sydney 

Showground and look forward to 

continuing our partnership in the years 

to come.

SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW
The 2018 Sydney Royal Easter Show was 

thrown a challenge long before it even 

began – it did not coincide with the school 

holidays. That challenge was ramped up 

in the opening days of the Show when the 

weather turned sour and patron numbers 

were below budget forecasts.

But then, as the skies cleared, the 

crowds poured in, so much so that the 

Good Friday attendance of 128,660 on a 

scorching day would figure as the ninth 

highest single day attendance since the 

Sydney Royal Easter Show relocated to 

Sydney Olympic Park 

in 1998.

The final attendance for 2018 would 

be 777,945, including 30,000 overseas 

visitors, a remarkable figure across the 

12 days. The Royal Agricultural Society’s 

General Manager Agriculture and Sydney 

Royal Easter Show Murray Wilton said 

by every measure, the 2018 Show was 

a success:

“The Show is our celebration of the 

country coming to the city and the 

feedback we have received is that 

message hit the mark perfectly,” said 

Mr Wilton. “Everywhere you looked there 

were animals, families and tractors, the 

red Cases and the blue New Hollands. 

They even pulled the floats through the 

crowds during the street parades and into 

Spotless Stadium. 

“We all love creating memories at the 

RAS, but we especially want to thank 

the people of Sydney for supporting 

Australian agriculture and Australian 

farmers,” Mr Wilton said.

Bring on 2019!

UPCOMING
EVENTS

GWS Giants AFL matches 
28 April, 12 May, 26 May, 9 June, 
30 June, 14 July, 28 July 2018

Meatstock 
5-6 May 2018

Midnight Mafia 
5 May 2018

National Manufacturing Week 
9-11 May 2018

B2B Expo and Bitcoin & 
Blockchain Fair 
12-13 May 2018

General Practitioner 
Conference and Exhibition 
18-20 May 2018

Pregnancy Babies &
Children’s Expo 
18-20 May 2018

Sydney Disability Expo 
25-26 May 2018

GABS Beer, Cider & Food Fest 
2 June 2018

Above & Beyond: Common 
Ground Tour
9 June 2018

Supanova Comic Con & Gaming 
15-17 June 2018

State Technology Conference 
20-21 June 2018

Western Sydney Careers Expo  
28 June-1 July 2018

Hillsong Conference 
11-13 July 2018

Man Cave Expo 
14-15 July 2018

www.sydneyshowground.com.au

https://www.facebook.com/SydShowground/
https://www.instagram.com/sydneyshowground/
http://www.sydneyshowground.com.au
http://www.travelexpo.net.au
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sydney-showground/

